
EVERGLADE KITE
NEWSLETTER

We conclude this season of bird-of-the-month 
articles with the blackbird that isn’t. Imagine a female 
Red-winged Blackbird plumped up in all directions—
long, pointy bill on a slender head (very distinctive 
profile), plump body, short tail, long legs—and add 
in a striking yellow chest and a black necklace in the 
shape of a V. Then take the trilling chickareeeee-a 
of the Red-winged Blackbird’s call and turn it into 
a lovely, lazy descending three-part whistle, and 
you’ve got yourself an Eastern Meadowlark, Sturnella 
magna—the name means “big little starling.” 

(Starlings and meadowlarks are both icterids: 
blackbirds.) If you’re in the right habitat (grasslands 
and prairies, particularly with fenceposts), in the 
right season, you’ll see or hear the males frequently. 
They sing from elevated posts, inviting two and 
sometimes even three females to share their territory 
(usually at least 6 acres are needed).

The meadowlark nests on the ground, often among 
tall grasses, where its cryptic coloration conceals it 
quite efficiently. Unfortunately for this bird, its ideal 

habitat, according to the Cornell Lab’s All About Birds 
article, “small, family farms with pastureland and 
grassy fields,” is being replaced by “larger, row-
cropping agricultural operations or by development” 
and is in precipitous decline, resulting in an estimated 
89% reduction in numbers from 1966 to 2015.  In 
Palm Beach County, these birds can be seen on the 
approaches to the STAs and pretty much anywhere 
in the EAA.
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Photo: Eastern Meadowlark © Susan Faulkner Davis 2015. All rights reserved.

Bird of the Month: Eastern Meadowlark
(Sturnella magna) by Ben Kolstad
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TRIP KEY
EFFORT/DIFFICULTY

DISTANCE

OTHER
New and/or 
unique trips

There is an 
associated cost
Advance registration 
required

Family-friendly

Handicap Accessible

Audubon Everglades 
member priority

Easy: Boardwalk or paved level surface;  
or birding mainly from bike / boat / auto
Moderate: Improved trail; dirt and  
uneven surfaces
Challenging: Improved or unimproved 
trail; uneven, rocky, and/or wet surfaces

Sitting /Driving: no walking required

Medium: 1-1.5 miles

Short: less than 1 mile

Long: more than 1.5 miles

Always check the website calendar for details, 
registration links and last minute changes. Unless 
otherwise specified, trips are “Just Show Up.”

The following advance registration field trips in February 
will become available for online registration on their 
corresponding dates during the month of December, e.g., 
registration for the Feb 03 trip begins Dec 03.

UPCOMING TRIPS
DECEMBER 2017

02 SAT (7:30A-12P) STA-1E   (Dan O’Malley)  
03 SUN (8A-11A) Wellington Preserve (Walt Hakenjos/
Paul Thomas)   
04 MON (7:30A-9:30A) Green Cay (Paton White)     
05 TUE (4P-6P) Pine Jog (Birding before Dining) 
(Lauren Butcher)  
09 SAT (6:30A-9:30A) Loxahatchee Slough  
(Dale Gawlik)   
10 SUN (8A-12P) STA-2  (Susan McKemy, coord.)  
10 SUN (8A-10A) Wakodahatchee (Chris Golia)     
13 WED (7:30A-11:30A) Loxahatchee NWR  
(Rick Schofield)   
14 THU (ALL DAY) T.M. Goodwin/Broadmoor Unit  
(Rick Schofield)  
15 FRI (8A-10A) Green Cay (Valleri Brauer)     
15 FRI (8:30A-11A) DuPuis MA (Clive Pinnock)  
17 SUN (7:30A-12P) STA-1E  (Rick Schofield, coord.)  
30 SAT (ALL DAY) Christmas Bird Count (Chuck Weber)

03 SAT (7:30A-12P) STA-1E (Shorebird Survey)  
(Chuck Weber)  
10 SAT (8A-12P) STA-2 (Shorebird Survey)  
(Brian Garrett)  
10-11 SAT-SUN (ALL DAY)  Viera Wetlands/Merritt Island 

   (Valleri Brauer)  
17 SAT (ALL DAY)  Blue Cypress Lake (GBBC) 

   (Rick Schofield)  
18 SUN (7:30A-12P) STA-1E (GBBC)   
(Rick Schofield, coord.)  
22 THU (4:30P-6:30P) Grassy Waters (Sunset Canoe Fly-in) 

   (Cindy Bush)  
24 SAT (8:30A-12P)  Kissimmee Prairie Preserve SP  

  (Paul Gray)  

FEBRUARY 2017

I hope you will be joining us for our annual holiday pot 
luck dinner. It is one of the few opportunities when we 
have time to enjoy each other and get to know our 
new members. We will have our annual raffle - with 
fewer but bigger items, among them four framed 
Audubon prints and an orchid basket.

Vice President Scott Zucker has been selected to 
moderate a breakout session of The Everglades 
Coalition’s annual meeting. This is both a huge honor 
and responsibility and recognizes Scott and Audubon 
Everglades as conservation leaders in South Florida.  

Remember, if you have not already done so, to renew 
your membership by Jan. 1. Only current local chapter 
members are eligible for the benefit of pre-registering 
for our most popular field trips.

Giving Tuesday (see article by Linda McCandless) is an 
opportunity to support Audubon Everglades. Ordering 
your Amazon items through SmileAmazon is another 
opportunity. It is available all year long and costs you 
nothing but benefits our chapter. 

We are losing two of our favorite members to North 
Carolina. Sean and Noah Borak will have moved by 
the time you read this. While Sean has resigned from 
the board, he has agreed to continue his work on the 
website, and we know Noah will be expanding his list. 
They plan to return for one of our field trips in the spring.

Susan McKemy participated in the Audubon 
Assembly’s Conservation Leadership Training 
program and was paired with Jose Grisales from Dr. 
Dale Galwick’s program at FAU. CLI brings the best and 
brightest college students together with Audubon 
leaders to network, share, and learn from each 
other. Through CLI, students immerse themselves 
in Audubon, attend leadership training, and gain an 
understanding of future opportunities in conservation 
careers. Susan and Jose found several areas where he 
could support Audubon Everglades, and he started at 
the November general meeting, videoing portions of 
the program and post-processing the videos to share 
on the website. Jose comes with enthusiasm and 
ideas for expanding our role in the community. Be 
sure to welcome him at the next meeting.

Rick Schofield was born and raised in Newton, 
Massachusetts and has lived all his life in the 
Northeast. As a child he spent summers at his 
grandmother’s house in northwest Maine and then 
at his family’s vacation cottage on Cape Cod. He went 
to the University of New Hampshire, where he started 
out as a chemistry major. The seven-hour lab periods 
did not appeal to him, so he transferred to UNH’s 
School of Business and Economics. There he could 
take as many computer science courses as possible. If 
a major in Computer Science had existed, Rick would 
have earned one. During college, Rick worked as a 
computer lab instructor and after graduation went to 
work in UNH’s Computer Center. After 15 years there, 
Rick returned to Massachusetts and became, first, 
Director of Academic Computing and, then, Director 
of Campus Networking at Wellesley College. Rick said 
he loved working in computer science. He enjoyed 
the challenges of the growing field and liked getting 
things to work. As a perfectionist, he said, he likes 
being able to figure out how to get things right! 

Rick has been involved in outdoor sports and activities 
since childhood. Tennis, swimming, and skiing. 
He loved to hike and got very close to joining the 

4000-Footer Club of the Appalachian Mountain Club, 
getting to the top of 35 of 44 4,000-foot NH White 
Mountain peaks. As a young boy he took golf lessons 
and has played ever since. He does not golf when he 
is in Florida, but he helps organize two annual golf 
tournaments on Cape Cod. 

In 1978 Rick’s parents bought a condo in Delray Beach. 
He came down every year for the famous St. Patrick’s 
Day parade. Since his retirement he is here from mid-
October to mid-May. The Delray Beach St. Patrick 
Day’s parade remains one of the highlights of his 
stay in Florida (and many of his northern golf buddies 
come down just for his annual brunch and party), but 
birding has become his main pastime here.  

PRESIDENT’S LETTER December 2017
by Paton White

Profile: Rick Schofield

continued on page 52



Join us for Dr. Paul Gray’s presentation about the 
status of the Everglade Snail Kite. Snail Kites suffered 
a 75% population decline in the early 2000s but have 
rebounded strongly since. The rebound is the good 
news; the bad news is that this rebound is due almost 
entirely to exotic invasive apple snails that create their 
own side effects. Meanwhile, native Florida apple 
snail populations remain very low, indicating ongoing 
water management problems. Paul will cover the 
biology of the Kites and the political battles Audubon 
must wage to protect our ecosystems and Snail Kites 
from human damage.

About Paul Gray, Ph.D.:
Dr. Gray, Science Coordinator of Audubon of Florida’s 
Lake Okeechobee Watershed Program, provides 
technical support to Audubon’s policy teams. He is 
working with various agency technical and policy 
teams to design and implement restoration and 
stewardship plans in the region. Paul has been working 
in this area for more than 20 years. His educational 
background includes a BS from the University of 
Missouri, an MS from Texas Tech University, and a PhD 
from the University of Florida in 1993. He is currently 
the Co-chair of the Snail Kite Coordinating Committee.

“Florida is a biologist’s paradise and I like being 
with an effective conservation group and being 
part of the good we do. My hobbies are reading, 
gardening, kayaking, hunting and fishing. Join me 
for a presentation mixing ecology, history, hydrology, 
politics AND KITES!” said Paul.

Also at the Dec. 5 meeting: Bird of the Month: Eastern 
Meadowlark. Come learn from Clive Pinnock about this 
bird. 

If you missed last month’s program by Paul R. 
Reillo, Ph.D., about Saving the Florida Grasshopper 
Sparrow, you can view it online.

Annual HOLIDAY POT LUCK DINNER and 
LECTURE: “Audubon’s Fight for the 
Everglade Snail Kite and the Everglades”

DEC

05

Paul N. Gray, Ph.D., Audubon Florida Science Coordinator

Tuesday, December 5, dinner 6PM, meeting & lecture 7PM
Meeting and program are free and open to the public. Bring a dish and join us in rooms 101 
and 102 at FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, 6301 Summit Blvd (near Jog Road) 
in West Palm Beach. Doors open at 5:30PM, food will be served at 6PM, and our annual 
holiday meeting will start at 7PM. Come join in the fun - we look forward to seeing you!

Donations 
in memoriam

Audubon Everglades 
Photography Club News

2017 SEPTEMBER
A donation from Katie Fort Fleming, in memory of 
Randy and MaryLou Hall.

2017 NOVEMBER
A donation from Robynne Pendaries in memory of 
Rodney Cole, who was passionate about capturing 
birds through his amazing photographs. Maybe he 
is up there with the birds, flying high in the sky and 
looking down over us with his amazing chuckle. 

List of previous donations in memoriam.

At our first Photo Club competition of the year, 
which took place on Oct. 23, thirteen different novice 
and advanced photographers earned ribbons for 
their “Open Nature” and featured subject “Botany” 
photographic masterpieces. (See list of winner’s on p 
7 Nov KITE)

During the December 18 monthly club meeting, 
accomplished nature and wildlife photographer 
Benji Studt, the Environmental Program Supervisor 
with Palm Beach County’s Environmental Resources 
Management, will be judging our second competition, 
which will include “Open Nature” and “Zoology,” our 
featured completion subjects of the night.

Members will also be visiting Green Cay Wetlands 
for our second Photo Club field trip of the season 
on December 2 at 7:30AM to photograph wildlife, 
landscapes, and plant life during the magical, golden 
morning light. 

Please join us at our next meeting or outing and make 
your photography more rewarding and enjoyable.

Club meetings begin at 7PM at St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church, 1925 Birkdale Drive, Wellington FL 33414    

For more information please contact Dr. Pete Lekos: 
PhotographyGroup@AudubonEverglades.org or 
201-600-6463. 

Photo: © Paul Gray. All rights reserved.

Note: People with last names that begin A–J will bring salads and veggies; K-R desserts; S-Z main dishes. Please bring ready-to-
serve food since we have no kitchen. We will supply the drinks. There are great items donated for our traditional raffle. 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENT
Make sure to stop by our table at this upcoming community event:
Dec 2 Sat. 9am-3pm. Migration Celebration at Green Cay Nature Center. 12800 Hagen Ranch Rd., Boynton Beach, 
FL 33437. Free community event to celebrate the importance of migratory stopover sites! Speakers, exhibitors, 
kids’ crafts, face painting, walks and talks, themed guided tours, and festival transportation by Molly’s Trolleys.  
(Vicki Rogerson, Education@AudubonEverglades.org)
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TREAT YOURSELF TO A LEARNING ADVENTURE:
The 2018 Conservation Stewardship Training Course

Once again, Audubon Everglades is offering you an opportunity to explore and learn about the beautiful habitats 
surrounding you in Palm Beach County. Sixteen expert instructors will engage participants in understanding how 
these fragile, natural ecosystems and the Greater Everglades function and how five distinctive Florida habitats 
sustain plants, birds and wildlife, cope with invasive flora and fauna, manage species of concern, and adapt to 
growth and climate change.  

In this 7-week basic environmental education course, field exploration will complement classroom study. There will 
be an advocacy component and special presentations during catered lunches. Throughout, stewards will be guided 
in developing a personal plan of action that will empower them to aid and advocate for their environment. 

To bring you this experience, Audubon Everglades is partnering with the PBC UF/IFAS Cooperative Horticultural 
Extension with support from the Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, Loggerhead Marinelife Center, 
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge, and PBC Environmental Resources Management.

We are offering this Conservation Stewardship Training Course from February 5 to March 19, 2018, on Mondays,  
9AM to 1PM. 

The syllabus includes the following topics/natural areas: 
Feb. 5: Ecological Overview of Greater Everglades including Palm Beach County/held at UF-IFAS Extension at Mounts 
Botanical Gardens
Feb.12: Freshwater Wetlands/held at ARM Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge 
Feb.19: Pine Flatwoods/held at Pine Jog Environmental Center
Feb.26: Scrub/held at Yamato Scrub Natural Area
March 5: Beaches and Dunes/held at Loggerhead Marinelife Center/Juno Dunes Natural Area
March 12: Estuaries & Hammocks/held at John D. MacArthur State Park 
March 19: Conservation Advocacy/held at UF-IFAS Extension at Mounts Botanical Gardens

The course fee is $95, which includes seven catered lunches. If you are an Audubon Everglades “2018 Chapter Only 
Member” prior to registration and complete the course (which means attending six of the seven sessions including 
the last session), a $15 discount will be refunded at the final session.

Register HERE or visit Eventbrite.com and search for “2018 Conservation Stewardship Training Course.”
For more information email stewardship@AudubonEverglades.org or call (561) 876-8815.

This Conservation Stewardship Training Program is open to the public, so be sure to tell your 
conservation-minded friends.

The 2018 list covers several species of birds that call the 
Everglades home, with permanent residents covered 
the first six months and migrants covered the latter 
half of the year.

JANUARY Roseate Spoonbill
FEBRUARY American Bittern
MARCH Least Bittern
APRIL Reddish Egret
MAY Great Blue Heron
JUNE Double-crested Cormorant
JULY Red Knot
AUGUST Broad-winged Hawk
SEPTEMBER Peregrine Falcon
OCTOBER Red-breasted Merganser
NOVEMBER Avocet
DECEMBER Eastern Kingbird

Did you know your shopping can create donations to 
Audubon Everglades?

Shopping can be a win-win for you and for Audubon 
Everglades! This is the time of year many people are 
shopping for just the right gift. When you shop online 
now or at any time of the year, make sure you use 
smile.amazon.com and select “Audubon Society of 
the Everglades” as the organization you support.  
When you purchase something using the Amazon 
Smile link, a portion of your purchase is contributed to 
Audubon Everglades at no extra cost to you. 

You can also purchase Audubon Everglades apparel 
on our virtual store. Find the store by going to the 
Audubon Everglades website and selecting “Visit 
Store” from the column on the right. A portion of every 
sale comes directly to Audubon Everglades to help us 
support our mission of conservation, education and 
inspiration. Wear your new Audubon Everglades shirt 
to the next meeting and show your support!

by Clive Pinnock

Birds of the Everglades
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Special Offer for Audubon Everglades Chapter Members

Audubon Everglades and Indian Trails Native Nursery 
are partnering up for the birds! Bird up your yard with a 
few native plants and create your own defense against 
climate change. No matter how small, your bird patch 
helps! Thank you.

Offer good for UNLIMITED use through Nov. 1, 2018 

Indian Trails Native Nursery is located north of 
Loxahatchee NWR, and south of Peaceful Waters/
Wellington Mall at:

6315 W Park Lane 
Lake Worth, FL 33449
561-641-9488

Rick continued from page 2

As a child Rick was a backyard birder. He still 
remembers a Northern Cardinal’s appearance at the 
window feeder one winter. It was a big deal. The 
advent of cardinals to the northeast coincided with 
the building of the interstate highways. With their 
wide green median strips as trail markers, these new 
roads offered birds a clear and welcoming route north.

Rick became a serious birder via photography. 
In 2004, he saw a notice for an early morning 
photography workshop at Wakodahatchee and 
signed up for it. The group spent the first part of 
the class on the boardwalk taking photos and then 
went to a conference room at the Water Reclamation 
Facility’s nearby building and reviewed each other’s 
images. There he met a couple who told him about 
the bird walks at the Loxahatchee Wildlife Refuge. 
Rick was a bit wary of birdwatchers; he thought they 
might be too serious and very subdued. But he acted 
on the recommendation and went to Loxahatchee. 
As he exited his car in the Marsh Trail parking lot, an 
ace birder from Long Island called his attention to a 
Limpkin in a tree. That was it. Rick got himself better 
binoculars, attended the Wednesday and Saturday 
morning walks at Loxahatchee, bought field guides 
and studied, soon becoming the accomplished birder 
we know today. When the Wednesday morning Lox 
walk leader retired in 2012, Rick agreed to take his 
place. Many members of Audubon Everglades enjoy 
going on Rick’s Loxahatchee walks. He is a considerate 
leader and a patient and talented teacher. Twice a 
year, at the time we reset our clocks, the Wednesday 
walk meets an hour early – at 6:30AM – to take in 
the tremendous fly-out over the boat launch area 
of hundreds and hundreds of birds from their night 
roosts in the interior of the refuge. Rick has become a 
talented bird photographer, and he helps organize the 
annual Loxahatchee Bird Photography Contest.

Audubon Everglades has benefited from Rick’s 
volunteer time and expertise for 10 years. He started 

out organizing and leading several new field trips at 
more distant places such as Tigertail Beach/Marco 
Island, T.M. Goodwin/Broadmoor Unit, and Three 
Lakes/Joe Overstreet. Now the Field Trip Chair for 
Audubon Everglades, Rick puts together the annual 
schedule of trips, finding leaders and verifying 
hours and availability of venues. His annual field 
trip brochures are full of important information and 
extremely user-friendly. Two years ago, he developed 
a helpful trip key which tells the effort/difficulty and 
distance to be expected on each trip. If you bird from 
a wheelchair, you’ll know that a trip with uneven or 
rocky surfaces would be challenging for you. Symbols 
indicate new and/or unique trips, advance registration 
requirements, associated costs, and whether there is 
priority for Audubon Everglades members, and much 
more. Rick also developed a brochure describing 
Birding Locations in Palm Beach County.  He is always 
conscientious about his volunteer responsibilities. He 
keeps leaders and prospective trip attendees up to 
date on any changes or glitches in the schedule (such 
as park closings after hurricanes). His goal as Field Trip 
Chair is to add lots of new and unique venues to the 
schedule. His success in expanding the offerings over 
the last few years should make us excited about what’s 
coming next! For everyone but the seasick prone, his 
new spring pelagic trips have been a welcome and 
enriching addition. Audubon Everglades is fortunate 
to have someone of Rick’s dedication, creativity, and 
perseverance (and, yes, perfectionism!) heading up 
this area for our chapter. After all, we’re all about 
birds, and it’s on these trips that we get to see and 
learn about them.

As an aside, I must say that Rick is also a wonderful 
cook, and those who are part of his Christmas Bird 
Count team are rewarded at the lunch break with his 
holiday strawberry mousse. His miniature fruit cakes 
are also a prized gift. 

15% Discount on all plants at Indian Trails Native Nursery!
Wildflowers, Vines, Grasses, Ground Covers, Shrubs, Trees

Nursery hours are Saturdays 8-4
Weekdays are by appointment only (must call ahead)
Proprietor: Jane Thompson 

Check out Indiantrails.vpweb.com for price lists and 
availability, great ideas, and other services offered. 
Coupon not required to receive discount, but must be 
current Audubon Everglades chapter member.

Questions? Contact Education@AudubonEverglades.org

Photo: Purple Martin © Shelly Rozenberg. All rights reserved.

NOV

28
GIVING
TUESDAY

Don’t forget that Audubon Everglades will be 
participating in “Giving Tuesday,” the 6th annual 
global day of giving scheduled for November 28. 
Audubon Everglades will use your #GivingTuesday 
gifts to support two initiatives for Palm Beach County, 
one to help Burrowing Owls, and the other to help 
Purple Martins.

Your #GivingTuesday donations to Audubon 
Everglades to help Burrowing Owls will allow us to 
continue to support Project Perch as it seeks to stabilize 
and increase the local population of Burrowing Owls.

Your #GivingTuesday donations to Audubon 
Everglades to help Purple Martins will allow us to 
purchase and install additional Purple Martin houses 
in the area like the one we installed at Wakodahatchee 
Wetlands early in 2017.

Please see Audubon Everglades Giving Tuesday 
Program for more information, and to make a donation 
on –or before or after - November 28. Thank you!
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There are two ways to join Audubon Everglades:

CHAPTER-ONLY MEMBERSHIP: An annual 
membership that starts on January 1 and runs 
through the calendar year. All your membership 
dues are put to use supporting local conservation 
projects and educational programs. You receive 12 
issues of the Kite newsletter and priority for some 
special trips and events.

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP:  
includes membership in Florida Audubon and 
Audubon Everglades plus one year of the Audubon 
magazine. Join online at Audubon.org by selecting 
JOIN. Or send a check for $20 per person along 
with your address and email to National Audubon 
Society, PO Box 97194, Washington DC 20090-7194.  

The Audubon Everglades Kite newsletter is 
available by email only.

Yes, I want to become a chapter-only member of Audubon Everglades.  
Join now using a credit card: Go to AudubonEverglades.org/membership to complete the application.

Or, complete this form and mail your check to: Audubon Society of the Everglades, PO Box 16914,  
West Palm Beach, Florida 33416-6914

Please check one:    $25 (Regular)    $20 (Student)    $20 (Senior)    $35 (Household*)    $75 (Patron*)

Please accept my additional contribution of $__________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________________

State _______________________________________ ZIP ________________________

Household/Patron Additional Names _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

JOIN AUDUBON

REMINDER: memberships expire 12/31/17. Renew your membership either online with PayPal or use the form below and mail your check.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

*If you selected Household or Patron Membership, please provide the names of all members living at the same address.  
(2 adults and children under age 18)
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