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In Memoriam ... Alan Parmalee

It is our sad task to inform you of the untimely passing of our friend, 
Alan Parmalee. Alan died peacefully in his home on Thursday, October 13, 
2016. He was found the following morning in his recliner, surrounded by his 
books and the Kingfisher figurine collection he enjoyed so much.

We learned this news from Karl Korzenewski, whose mother Susan Korze-
newski was Alan’s companion the last 35 or so years. For many years ASE 
members enjoyed “Sue and Al’s Adventures.” These “newsy notes,” as they 
liked to call their e-blast, served as a journal of their travels across our 
country and, in fact, across the globe.

Alan enjoyed researching the many places he and Susan visited, from 
Newfoundland to Alaska and all points in between. Alan was a good man 
and a kind soul. He loved our natural world and spent his adult life as its 
champion.

After his service in the United States Navy, Alan traveled from national park 
to national park, eventually settling in Florida. He served as a Project En-
gineer for the State of Florida Department of Transportation, and he volun-
teered as an officer of the Audubon Society of the Everglades (ASE) and 
the Sierra Club. His companion Susan has suggested that, in lieu of flow-
ers, donations be made in Alan’s name to ASE. You can mail a check or 
donate online at www.auduboneverglades.org/donate/.

Monthly Membership Meeting
Tuesday, December 6th - Dinner 6:00 p.m. Meeting & Lecture 7:00 p.m.

Annual HOLIDAY POT LUCK DINNER and LECTURE/SLIDE SHOW 
“Working Birds of Florida” by Susan Faulkner Davis
Award-winning Photographer, ASE board member

"Florida is, in many ways, a paradise. Living at the northeast corner of the Everglades, I 
focus on the many birds and animals that live here. My goal is to learn as much as I can 
about the species that I encounter and to understand their part in our environment. I like to 
show others the great intricacy I witness in each animal I capture with my camera. My pho-
tography has directed me along a new path in the past two years. Increasingly feeling  as 
though I was simply cataloging the demise of species,  I joined Audubon as a way to learn 
more and to see how to help reverse that trend. Now actively involved in conservation, I 
serve as an ASE board member and also as a member of Project Perch, an organization 
that aids our Florida Burrowing Owls."

The meeting is free and open to the public. Bring a dish and join us at Pine Jog Environ-
mental Education Center, rooms 101 and 102, 6301 W. Summit Blvd in West Palm Beach. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., the food will be served at 6:00 p.m., and our annual holiday meet-
ing will start at 7:00 p.m. People with last names that begin A–J will bring main dishes; 
K-R salads and veggies; S-Z desserts. Please bring ready-to-serve food since we 
have no kitchen. We will supply the drinks. There are great items donated for our 
traditional raffle.     Come join in the fun - we look forward to seeing you!

Also at the December meeting BOM: Black-bellied Plover with Clive Pinnock 
speaking.

DECEMBER  CALENDAR

03 Sat (7:30a-12p) STA-1E, Easy/
Drive, ЯR  (Linda Humphries)

04 Sun (8a-10a) Wellington Pre-
serve, Easy/Long (Walt Hakenjos / 
Paul Thomas)

10 Sat (6:30a-9:30a) Loxahatchee 
Slough, Easy/Long, ЯR  (Dale Gaw-
lik)

11 Sun (8a-12p) STA-2, Easy/Drive, 
ЯR  (Susan McKemy)

11 Sun (8a-10a) Wakodahatchee 
(Beginner), Easy/Short (Chris Golia)

14 Wed (7:30a-11:30a) Loxahatchee 
NWR, Moderate/Long, $ (Rick Scho-
field)

16 Fri (8a-10a) Green Cay, Easy/Me-
dium (Valleri Brauer)

17 Sat (all day) Vero Wetlands, Mod-
erate/Long, ЯR  (Rick Schofield)

18 Sun (7:30a-12p) STA-1E, Easy/
Drive, ЯR  (Linda Humphries)

30 Fri (8:30a-10:30a) Wakoda-
hatchee (Holiday Walk), Easy/Short 
(Paton White)

31 Sat (all day) Christmas Bird 
Count, ЯR  (Chuck Weber)

Always check the web site calen-
dar for details, registration links 
and last minute changes.

*$ There is an associated cost; see 
website calendar for details. 

*ЯR advance registration required. 
Trips, unless otherwise specified, are 
"Just Show Up."



President's Letter ▪ ▪ ▪ Paton White  

As I prepared a list of our accomplishments so that we could be considered for the Florida Audubon “Chapter of the Year” 
award, I was suddenly aware of how much our chapter really does and how little of it the general membership really 
knows about.  In the future my president’s letter will primarily be an update on what we have done in the previous month 
and what our immediate volunteer needs are. There will be a time lag, of course, since we prepare the Kite almost a full 
month before you receive it.  

OCTOBER HIGHLGHTS
GENERAL:
1. Won Chapter of the Year Award from Audubon Florida. (See article in this Kite.) 11 ASE members received registration 
fee scholarships. And I was very proud to receive the 2016 Audubon Florida Leadership Award.
2. Donated $50.00 to the Cape Florida Banding Station (See article by Linda McCandless.)
3. Donated $250 to Project Perch program, which installs artificial nesting boxes for burrowing owls, has eduational 
programs on the owls, and provides census information on them.  Currently an Audubon of South Florida program, our 
donation will expand it into PBC.

CONSERVATION:
4. Worked with our Regional Conservation Committee (RCC) partners from South Florida Audubon and Tropical Audu-
bon to set our goals.  Scott Zucker ably presented our priorities for our RCC at Assembly. 
5. Scott and the Conservation Committee are working tirelessly to save ARM Loxahatchee NWR.

EDUCATION:
6. Vicki Rogerson and 4 volunteers represented ASE at Mounts Botanical Garden’s Fall Family Festival. Volunteers 
demonstrated how birds with different beaks feed.  What a sight to see children pretending to be swallows catching 
bugs, while they were actually catching airborne popcorn in their mouths! 
  
CITIZEN SCIENCE:
7. Linda McCandless and 7 volunteers conducted “The Big Sit” at Green Cay, an all-day bird count done from a 17-foot 
circle.

COMMUNICATIONS:
8. The Communications Team continued to upgrade and improve ASE materials, including
   a.  ASE business cards for use by board members and field trip leaders.
   b.  A new and improved “PBC Birding Locations” pamphlet compiled by Rick Schofield.
   c. Graphics designers Susan Davis and Sherri Felipe have been instrumental in the design and layout of our beautiful 
publications, newsletter, and alerts.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU:

 As you  know, our chapter is 100% Volunteer and we can only do the work we do when you are involved. Here are some 
upcoming volunteer opportunities. Please get involved!

1. Conservation: advocates needed to attend the monthly SFWMD Governing Board Meetings at 9 AM on second 
Thurs. of Month and the County Commissioner meetings twice monthly at 9:30 AM on Tues, and to meet with local 
elected officials to advocate for ASE Conservation priorities such as LNWR. Contact Scott: zuckerhead@gmail.com 
 
2. Citizen Science:
   A. Project Perch: build and monitor burrows for Florida Burrowing Owls. Contact Susan Davis: susandavisdesign@
gmail.com  
   B. Florida Shorebird Alliance: monitor Least Tern and Black Skimmer ground and rooftop nesting.   
   C. Habitat Restoration: monitor bird usage changes on ERM restoration sites.  
   D. Lake Worth Lagoon: Survey bird usage in 4 regions of Lake Worth Lagoon by boat (quarterly for 1 year).  
  E. FWC Bird Entanglement Program:  (a.) Monofilament Recovery and Recycling Program (MRRP)- Check bins, 
separate line from fishing gear and trash and send line to recycling company (weekly to monthly).  (b.) Rehab response 
team- on-call responder to rescue injured and entangled birds, and transport them to rehab facilities in Jupiter and Fort 
Lauderdale. (Requires a special person ready to respond quickly and drive long distances.) For opportunities in B, C, D,  
E.listed above in this paragraph, contact Paul Davis: pwdavis9@gmail.com

3. Community/Education: Volunteers are always needed to assist with children’s programs and community events. We 
need help on Everglades Day February 11, 2017 to set up, break down and work shifts helping kids and family play the 
“The Great Migration” game. Contact Vicki: vlrogerson@gmail.com  or Debbi Smith: hnybear3@juno.com
4. Social: December Holiday Party Program.  Contact Paton White prwase@gmail.com.
5. Finance Committee. Contact Louann Dillon: aselouann@gmail.com



         photo: Black-bellied Plover (Winter Plumage) Ft DeSoto by Larry Hess

Cape Florida Banding Station Trip   
Ten lucky birders enjoyed a fabulous morning at the Cape Florida Banding Station (CFBS) located at Bill Baggs Cape Flori-
da State Park. CFBS staff, including Master Bander Michelle Davis, Robin Diaz, Liz Golden, and Noah Frade, welcomed us 
and for almost three hours told us about what they do. They even treated us to a mid-morning snack of delicious Halloween 
cookies!
We learned that migrating land birds are captured in delicate mist nets, gently extracted and banded by experienced per-
sonnel, and then immediately released. Standardized methods are used to collect data on species, age, sex, weight, and 
overall health. One of the most important measurements is of the fat load carried by individual birds. Fat is the fuel used by 
migrating birds for their long journeys, and birds need to be able to reach 'stopover' habitats like Cape Florida for rest and 
recovery. Nearly 27,000 birds of 112 species have been banded at CFBS since the station first opened in 2002.

We were shown the different sizes of bird bands and were amazed by how light even the largest bands were. Peter Pyle’s 
book, "Identification Guide to North American Birds," the bird banders’ “bible,” was on display, and the heft of the book and 
its intricate detail awed us.
It was exciting to see up close birds which a lot of us see only as flashes of color in a binocular view: Gray Catbird, Oven-
bird, Black-throated Blue Warbler, American Redstart, and the crowd favorite, a male Painted Bunting. Last month, 
Audubon Society of the Everglades made a $50 donation to the CFBS adopt-a-net program, and we saw our adopted net, 
canopy net C2, and a demonstration of how it is raised and lowered. I think we were all impressed by the care the volun-
teers use when handling the birds. At all times, the welfare of the birds was of primary importance.
I want to thank Michelle, Robin, Liz, and Noah for an outstanding morning, one we won't soon forget! And I want to thank 
the participants, who all arrived on time and asked thoughtful questions. ...  Linda McCandless

TIME TO RENEW YOUR ASE CHAPTER-ONLY MEMBERSHIP
All chapter only-memberships expire on 12/31/2016. 

If you have not yet renewed your membership, you can renew at the December or January meetings (cash or check), 
pay online with your credit card at http://www.auduboneverglades.org/membership/, or send a check to the PO box 
on the back of this Kite. 

Some advance registration trips give priority to chapter-only members, so if you want to sign up for a 2017 field 
trip, make sure your membership is paid. If you have questions about your membership, please contact Gail Tomei, 
blackgrouper@comcast.net or (561) 969-7567.

Bird of the Month ...   Black-bellied Plover(Pluvialis squatarola) by Ben Kolstad
Although the Black-bellied Plover is described as a medium-sized shorebird, try telling that to all the other plovers. 
They’d all agree that this, the largest plover in North America, is a very hefty bird. BBPL is stocky, thicker in the 
“waist” than in the chest, with a large, squarish head and a short, thick neck. The bill is heavy and long (nearly as 
long as the head is wide). As Pete Dunne remarks in PDEFGC, “There is nothing delicate about the bird.”*

Here in south Florida, we see them most-
ly in winter plumage (overall gray, with 
a whitish streak above the eye and dirty 
white underparts), not with the strikingly 
contrasting dark black belly and thickly 
salt-and-pepper back you recognize from 
all the magazine covers. There are al-
ways a few local sightings of these birds 
in breeding plumage, but, like most of 
our “breeding” shorebirds, they’re excep-
tional sightings.

Black-bellieds are wary, calling and flush-
ing long before other species in the area 
show any concern at all. They also have 
a haunting flight call, a “3-note, slurred 
whistle,” according to Stevenson and An-
derson (Birdlife of Florida) with a “lonely, 
haunting quality” that is, according to 
Dunne, “one of the most recognizable 
calls in nature.”Fairly large aggregations 
of these birds can sometimes be seen on 
the sandbars near Snook Island in the 
Lake Worth Lagoon, as well as inland in 
the STAs in winter
.
*Etymological note: the specific epithet, squatarola, is reputed to be derived from the Venetian dialect for “swiss 
plover,” but I much prefer the false etymology of “the squat plover.”  *Pete Dunne’s Essential Field Guide Companion 
(HoughtonMifflin 2006), which is always by my elbow when I write up these articles.



ASE Awarded 2016 Chapter of the Year by Audubon Florida
Paton White

I was proud to accept the 2016 Chapter of the Year Award at the Florida Audubon Assembly in St. Petersburg on Oc-
tober 29. The award was given “for an extraordinary commitment to building a community of fun, education and con-
servation.”  The Assembly is a gathering of all the chapters within Florida.  ASE had eleven representatives there!  

As Florida Audubon executive director Eric Draper 
has stressed, we walk in the footsteps of those 
who go before us and we create a path for those 
who come after us.  Audubon Society of the Ever-
glades has a proud history, and we follow in some 
remarkable footsteps.  I mentioned how important 
to us Susan Snyder has been for decades, and 
she got a huge ovation when she stood up.  

One of the things that I talked about was the expansion 
of our ASE board and what it has enabled us to do.  Su-
san McKemy and her committees have coaxed us into 
the electronic age, set up a communications network, 
and are creating a brand. Our other vice president, 
Scott Zucker, is creating an active conservation commit-
tee.  They are currently leading advocates in the discus-
sion against the dismantling of the ARM Loxahatchee 
National Wildlife Refuge.  This would be the first NWR 

in the country to be closed. Scott needs your help.  Receiving this award was a great honor for ASE.  Now let’s stand 
together and create a force strong enough to save our treasured refuge and win Audubon Florida’s Conservation 
Award!  
I was honored to receive the Leadership Award.  However, as we all know, you only get recognized for leadership 
when the people around you are doing amazing things. I thank you all for making me look good.          

 Audubon Society of the Everglades  

L to R: 
(All are Audubon Society of the Everglades unless noted otherwise)
Susan Snyder (Program chairman), Roy Snyder (Finance committee), Jacqui 
Sulek (Florida Audubon - Chapter Conservation Manager), Susan McKemy 
(Vice President), Debbi Smith (Community Outreach), Louann Dillon (Trea-
surer), Scott Zucker (Vice President - Conservation), Paton White (President), 
Marcia Yeip (Board member), Cathy Hanson (Secretary), Mary Young (Educa-
tion Committee), Linda McCandless (Field Trips), Eric Draper (Florida Audu-
bon Executive Director), Celeste DePalma (Florida Audubon - Everglades 
Policy Associate)

L to R:  
Paton White (President), Louann Dillon (Treasurer), David Yarnold (National Audu-
bon Society - President and CEO), Susan McKemy (Vice President), Cathy Hanson 
(Secretary)

L to R:
Jacqui Sulek (Florida Audubon - Chapter Conservation Manager), Paton 
White (Audubon Society of the Everglades President), Celeste dePalma 
(Florida Audubon - Everglades Policy Associate), Eric Draper (Florida 
Audubon - Executive Director)



North Grade Elementary Birders’ Club
Nancy Malek and Eric A. Ray

Our intrepid North Grade Birders’ Club is now in its 4th year!  Eric and I provide our student members with a “citizen 
science” experience through birding field trips.  This year we have ten members from grades 3-5.  Using binoculars 
and spotting scopes provided by Eric, students record bird sightings, which are posted on ebird.org, along with photos 
taken on the trips.
Our first field trip was to Snook Islands Natural Area (see our October 10th post on ebird).  Future field trips will in-
clude John Prince Park, Wakodahatchee Wetlands, and other sites in Palm Beach County. 
 
Each year, Eric gives binoculars to students who show leadership skills and exceptional dedication to birding.  Last 
year Ezster Veres and Yudelkiss Belmonte were the recipients of Pentax Papilio binoculars.  This year Ezster serves 
as a student leader and recorder of bird sightings.  Her mother, Kathleen Veres, generously donates her time as one 
of our driver/chaperones on field trips.   Kathleen says, “I wish every day was Birders Club Day!”  We think that every 
day can be Birders’ Club Day, if more adults share their birding expertise with children! 
 
Eric and I have a model for beginning birders’ clubs in schools, and we want to hear the vision other volunteers may 
have of what a birders’ club can be.  Let’s explore and implement more birders’ clubs in the Palm Beach County 
School system.  If you are an educator, current or retired, or simply an avid birder looking for a rewarding experience, 
we encourage you to start a birders’ club.  Search out a teacher from elementary, middle, or high school to be a part-
ner.  ASE and its Education Co-Chairs, Susan Snyder and Vicki Rogerson, can provide helpful resources.Photos are 
also available on Flickr (search Eric A. Ray).

 

Amendment 1 defeated: Solar energy has a sunny future in Florida!
ASE’s early financial support for efforts to educate voters on what this amendment really meant made a big dif-
ference, and the work we all did was equally important. As ordinary, concerned citizens, we overcame powerful 
utilities, big money, and a slick and dishonest campaign.  Proof that an aggressive statewide grassroots effort 
can have positive results.  Thank you for participating! 



JOIN  AUDUBON
There are two ways to join Audubon Society of 
the Everglades.

Chapter-Only Membership: An annual member-
ship that starts on January 1 and runs through the 
calendar year. New members who join after Oct 
1, 2016 and anyone who renews after that date 
are paid up until Dec.31, 2017. All your member-
ship dues are put to use supporting local projects 
and educational programs. You receive 10 issues 
of the Kite newsletter and priority for some special 
trips and  events. 

National Audubon Society Membership: It also 
includes membership in Florida Audubon and 
Audubon Society of the Everglades. You receive 
6 issues of the Audubon magazine. Cost is $20.00 
a year. Please enclose a check for $20.00, include 
our chapter code C9ZE000Z and mail it to: Nation-
al Audubon Society, 225 Varick St., 7th floor, New 
York, NY 10014 Attn: Chance Muehleck.  

As a NAS member you will need to request that 
the Kite newsletter be emailed or mailed to you by 
contacting Gail Tomei. Call her at 561-969-7567 or 
email to blackgrouper@comcast.net.

Yes, I want to become a chapter-only member of ASE. 

Join us online at auduboneverglades.org/membership and pay with a credit card.  
 

Or, complete this form and mail your check to: Audubon Society of the Everglades, 
PO Box 16914, West Palm Beach, Florida 33416-6914

Please check one:
□$20 (Regular)  □$15 (Student/Senior)  □$25 (Household)   □$50 (Patron)

Please accept my additional contribution of  $ _______________________
        
□  I would like to help the environment, and see the cost of printing and 
postage used for conservation and education instead;  please send my Kite 
newsletter via email.

Name  ______________________________________________________

Email   ______________________________________________________

Phone   _____________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________
 
City   _______________________________________________________

State_____________________________________Zip ________________

ASE  APPLICATION

Audubon Society of the Everglades
Post Office Box 16914
West Palm Beach, Florida
33416-6914

Non Profit Org.
U. S. Postage Paid

West Palm Beach, Florida
Permit 46

Dated Material - DO NOT DELAY

Audubon Society of the Everglades general meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. (refreshment
 at 6:30) at FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, located on Summit Blvd, near the intersection of Summit

and Jog in West Palm Beach. The public is welcome to attend.

The Everglades Kite is published 10 times a year by the Audubon Society of the Everglades, a 501c3 organization 
# 59-6019854. We gratefully accept any donations or bequests at http://www.auduboneverglades.org/donate/ 

We offer Amazon Smile and eBay fundraising programs, as well as direct giving.


