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CALENDAR
For trip info email: asetripinfo@
gmail.com

Jul 4 Sat. 7 am STA 1E, Contact Linda 
561-742-7791 or asetripinfo@
gmail.com to register

Jul 9 Thur. “2nd Thursday Leader’s 
Choice” CANCELLED

Aug 1 Sat. 7am STA 1E, Contact Linda 
561-742-7791 or asetripinfo@
gmail.com to register

Aug 6 Thur. “2nd Thursday Leader’s 
Choice” CANCELLED

Watch for the September KITE for 
the upcoming 2015-2016 series of 
birding trips and events

Monthly Membership Meeting & Lecture: “Grassy Waters and More!”
Penni Redford, City of West Palm Beach Sustainability Manager. 

Tuesday, July 7, 7 pm
Penni Redford, City of West Palm Beach, Sustainability Manager, will speak at the 
July 7 meeting. As past manager of Grassy Waters she will bring us up to date on 
all the happenings at Grassy Waters. Penni will also speak about West Palm Beach’s 
efforts to become more sustainable. In fact, under her stewardship, the city has just 
received an award from the U. S. Dept. of Energy for being one of only two cities 
that has reached their energy savings SIX years ahead of schedule. Penni recently 
traveled to Washington, D.C. to receive the award for the city from U. S. Dept. of 
Energy Undersecretary, Lynn Orr.

Also known as the West Palm Beach Water Catchment Area, Grassy Waters 
Preserve (GWP) is managed by the City of West Palm Beach Public Utilities 
Department and provides fresh drinking water to over 130,000 people in West 
Palm Beach, the Town of Palm Beach, Town of South Palm Beach, and surrounding 
areas. The preserve includes nature center pavilions, meandering boardwalk trails, 
hiking, canoeing, programs, entertainment, and more! Eighteen federally listed 
plant and wildlife species occur within the project area, two of which, the snail kite 
and the eastern indigo snake, are species of special concern because little is known 
about their life histories within this project region.

As the Sustainability Manager, City of West Palm Beach, Penni directs programs 
community-wide, including the development of Rethink Paradise: West Palm 
Beach, Sustainability Action Plan; design, implementation, and management 
of a $6.8-million Energy Performance Contract; design and management of a 
$1.08-million Energy Efficiency Community Block Grant program; and initiation 
of the West Palm Beach Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program. Penni 
is happy to have helped West Palm Beach become the first State of Florida partner 
for the Better Buildings Challenge. She received her Bachelor of Applied Science 
(B.A.Sc.), Horticultural Science from the University of Georgia.

Doors open at 6:30 pm for light refreshments in rooms 101 and 102 at FAU Pine 
Jog Environmental Education Center , 6301 Summit Blvd, (near Jog Road) in West 
Palm Beach. Meeting is free and open to the public. 

Monthly Membership Meeting: MEMBERS’ PHOTOS AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Tuesday, August 4, 6:30 p.m. 

Everyone’s favorite meeting of the year—Ice cream followed by a picture show! 
Bring your best nature photos and tell us your stories. Limit your photographs 
to 10 prints or slides per member. We will have a digital projector so you can 
bring your digital photos on a USB thumb drive. Large prints and paintings are 
also welcome. Some of the best bird pictures we’ve seen have been at the August 
meetings so don’t miss this one!

As anyone who’s visited our website www.auduboneverglades.org knows, ASE 
is blessed with a number of extremely talented photographers. If some of the best 
bird photography in the state isn’t sweet enough for you, we’re also throwing our 
annual ice cream social, so come join us! This is a great time to join your local 
Audubon Society of the Everglades to get on the mailing list for the new brochure 
and all the upcoming events.

Doors open at 6:30 to make your OWN SUNDAE and enjoy fun and camaraderie. 
In rooms 101 and 102 at FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center , 6301 
Summit Blvd, (near Jog Road) in West Palm Beach. Meeting is free and open to the 
public.

BIRD OF THE MONTH 
PHOTOS

Please send September Bird-
of-the Month Merlin pictures 
(jpg format) to be posted on the 
AudubonEverglades.org website 
to SheilaElliot@yahoo.com. 
Identify the name for credit, and 
if there is anything specific to look 
for in your picture (like banded, 
in molt, etc) feel free to add a few 
words for the caption. Meanwhile 
please enjoy our growing on-line 
gallery of member pictures on the 
web site (click Bird of the Month 
on left side scroll-down topic list).

Also at the Meetings
July: Birds of the Month for June 
(Sharp-shinned Hawk) and July 
(Osprey).
August: Bird of the Month, 
American Kestrel 
Come to our summer meetings to 
hear more about these fascinating 
birds from our expert, Clive 
Pinnock.
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Audubon Society of the Everglades, incorpo-
rated in 1966, serves communities in Palm 
Beach County. Educating and inspiring people 
to conserve wildlife, especially birds, and the 
environment that supports them.

President’s Letter

Summer is here and while we are not seeing as many birds now, there are still some 
surprising ones. As I write this, the June Challenge is just getting under way, and 
Susan McKemy reports that there are already birds we did not get last year, and this 
morning at STA-1E we saw an Eastern Towhee, the first we have ever seen there. 
Also in early June, two Flamingoes were seen in STA-2. Are they staying? Linda 
Humphries is still having wonderful birding at her feeders and bird baths. I hope 
your birding is successful wherever you may be. Remember, report any birds you 
see with bands, and we are looking for new eagle nests and new shorebird nesting 
areas. Report them to Susan at sos2organize@gmail.com or 561-644-8830.

Volunteers are the heart of our organization. Help breathe new and expanded 
life into our chapter. Volunteer! We need people with strong backs to help set up 
for our meetings, someone with Constant Contact knowledge and someone to take 
over keeping a scrapbook with newspaper clippings. We still need a treasurer, since 
Janet is retiring. It is a board position and even comes with training from Janet and 
me. We welcome everyone to look at our financial records and would love to find 
another member or two for the finance committee. Call me, Paton, at 561-818-7574, 
and explore volunteering! Also our new board member and education chairman, 
Vicki Rogerson, hopes to find members who would be interested in sharing their 
love of birds by developing and presenting programs to (mainly) school children. 
If you have any computer, photography, gardening or artistic talents; thoughts or 
ideas to share; or just like working with kids or in the community, then please call 
Vicki at 561-352-7835 or email her at vlrogerson@gmail.com. Susan Snyder wants 
an ASE member to join her on the Everglades Day Planning Committee.

We still have conservation issues that need to be addressed. Unfortunately, the 
extension of State Road 7 is back on the table. It threatens Grassy Waters and the 
City of West Palm Beach’s and surrounding towns’ water supply. I am sure our 
July speaker, Penni Redford, will be addressing this. The Ag Reserve will reappear 
before the county commissioners Thursday July 30th, hopefully with an equitable 
solution for both the farmers and the environment. I will be attending a workshop 
on it before that. We may need a large turnout on the 30th so watch our web site 
and Facebook for updates. We were all very disappointed with SFWMD’s decision 
not to purchase the sugar land that it had an option to buy. And finally, I hope each 
of you contacted your representatives in Tallahassee about how to use the funds 
from Amendment 1 that we helped pass last fall.

—Paton
XIMENA HASBACH Is Presented 2015 ASE Ruth and Seymour Miller $3000 

SCHOLARSHIP at Palm Beach Post’s Pathfinder Award May ceremony.
Sue Snyder

The Audubon Society of the Everglades is proud to award XIMENA HASBACH, 
Alex Dreyfoos High School of the Arts, with the Ruth and Seymour Miller $3000 
dollar scholarship at Palm Beach Post’s 2015 Pathfinder Awards at the Kravis 
Center.

Ximena is ranked number two in her class academically and is a student leader 
too. She won first place in the Palm Beach County Science Fair Environmental 
category and 4th at the state Science Fair for her new design of dye sensitized 
solar cells. She has also written original scripts with videos explaining science 
topics to the general public.  She was top biochemistry student at MIT’s 
engineering and science program.  She will attend Stanford University.

Ximena and her mother attended the June ASE meeting where she wowed 
members with her presentation about her winning Science Fair project!

For more than forty years Audubon Society of the Everglades has supported 
the protection of not only birds, but all wildlife and its native local habitats. Ruth 
and Seymour Miller were visionaries and realized that the conservation of water 
quality and the air we breathe is an ongoing responsibility. For this reason the 
Audubon Society of the Everglades recognizes a science nominee in their honor for 
outstanding achievement in the field of Environmental Science.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR JUDGES Greg Braun, Don Bernard, Susan 
Snyder and Jack McLaughlin.  Jack served on the judges’ interview panel and also 
presented the award at the Kravis ceremony!

Adult male Osprey in flight. Jupiter, FL. Photo by 
Susan McKemy



Ase Email Subscription Sign-Up
Get ready for next year’s trips, events and projects—
sign up now for ASE email lists by going to our website, 
www.auduboneverglades.org and go to the tab above 
the picture “EMAIL LIST SIGNUP” where you can 
sign up to receive emails from ASE for your specific 
areas of interest e.g. General, Conservation, Education, 
Flamingo trips, etc. It’s easy to sign up—do it now!

PAPER COPY OF THE KITE
ASE has converted our Kite subscription list from paper 
delivery to electronic delivery (email) because of the 
monthly expense. If you are a CHAPTER MEMBER OF 
ASE you are receiving your copy in the form (email or 
paper) as you requested and do not need to contact us. If 
you are a NATIONAL MEMBER and want to continue 
to get your Kite (email or paper) and have not already 
contacted us, you must contact Gail Tomei (561-969-
7567/blackgrouper@comcast.net). You will always be able 
to read the Kite on our website, www.auduboneverglades.
org

ARE YOU A NEW MEMBER OF NATIONAL AUDUBON?
We are delighted to have you as a member of the Audubon 
Society of the Everglades as well. We hope you will join 
us at our meetings and trips. If you wish to continue to 
get the Kite, please contact Gail Tomei and let her know 
if you prefer to receive your Kite by mail or by email. Gail 
Tomei (561- 969-7567/blackgrouper@comcast.net)

Birds of the Month for July and August
Both of the birds featured in this summertime double 
issue are “hoverbirds,” making them members of a 
rather exclusive club. Among Palm Beach County birds, 
only these two raptors, apart from the hummingbirds, 
regularly hover while searching for prey items.

Bird of the Month for July: Osprey
The Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) is one of our most 
conspicuous local raptors, both by virtue of its large size 

and its predictable location: 
look near water and you will 
most likely find this bird. 
Big brown bodies topped 
with white heads sometimes 
lead people to confuse them 
with Bald Eagles, but the 
white breast and crooked 
wings in flight should help 
distinguish the two. (The 
eagle’s brown body and 
plank-straight wings in 
flight are distinctive.) And, 
if you get a good look, the 
Osprey’s dark “mask” is 
a dead giveaway. Ospreys 
build large nests on snags 
and manmade structures 

near water. A true specialist, 
the osprey feeds exclusively on fish, and is so good at 
catching them that they don’t starve even though they 
frequently lose their catch to any rapacious bald eagles 
in the vicinity.

Bird of the Month for August: American Kestrel
The smallest member of the falcon tribe, American 

Kestrels (Falco sparverius) 
are on the decline 
throughout the continent. 
Here in Palm Beach 
County they are a winter 
resident, although they 
breed only a bit farther 
north. They’re most often 
found on telephone wires 
scanning open fields below 
for grasshoppers, lizards, 
and other small prey items. 
The male is a brilliant 
blue; the female a rich 
cinammon brown. Unlike 
the abundant Osprey, 
American Kestrel shows 
widespread long-term 
declines throughout its 
range, for reasons unknown 
but perhaps related to loss 

of the open grassy areas they favor. These pint-size 
raptors also breed in tree cavities, which are always in 
short supply.

Male American Kestrel. Photo by 
Susan McKemy.

Osprey. Photo by Paul Thomas.

Audubon Society of the Everglades
Habitat Improvement Award Awarded to

Palm Beach Central High School
Sue Snyder

Audubon Society of the Everglades is proud to announce 
that this award for HABITAT IMPROVEMENT is now 
named for Rosa Durando and Stella Rossi, two long 
time environmental activists in Palm Beach County 
and former board members of ASE. Audubon is not just 
about birds, because without insects and native plants, 
our native birds and butterflies do not flourish. Our 2015 
winner has provided an environment for all of this.

Audubon’s 2015 Habitat Improvement award of $500 
goes to Palm Beach Central High School. Their green club 
has become Palm Beach County’s first Environmental 
Honor Society! Traveling through their campus ON 
THE NATURE TRAIL you can see native grasses in the 
Courtyard, a new Urban Wetland for the retention 
pond featuring 1000 aquatic natives, wetland plants 
and cypress trees. Then comes a two tiered observatory 
garden, an organic vegetable garden, Purple Martin 
houses, and a wildflower garden. This school not only 
has beautified their campus, but has also made it a very 
productive ecosystem!

Congratulations, Palm Beach Central!
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Audubon Society of the Everglades general meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. (refreshments 
at 6:30) at FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, located on Summit Blvd, near the intersection of Summit and Jog 

 in West Palm Beach. The public is welcome to attend. 

The Everglade Kite is published 10 times a year by Audubon Society of the Everglades, P.O. Box 16914, 
West Palm Beach, Florida, 33416-6914. Also available on the web: www.auduboneverglades.org. 

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF THE EVERGLADES is a 501 c-3 organization #59-6019854. We gratefully accept any donations or bequests.
http://www.auduboneverglades.org/donate/

Join Audubon Society of the Everglades
There are now two ways to join ASE: Chapter-only membership, 
and membership through the National Audubon Society.
Chapter-Only Membership
When you become a member of the Audubon Society of the 
Everglades by using the form at right, all of your membership 
fees are put to use supporting local projects: Everglades Day; 
Education Programs such as model schools and field trips; 
Scholarships; and Conservation activities. Audubon Society of 
the Everglades members also receive 10 issues of the Everglade 
Kite newsletter. Send your check, payable to ASE, along with 
this form to

Membership, Audubon Society of the Everglades 
P.O. Box 16914

West Palm Beach, FL 33416-6914

National Audubon Society Membership
If you join ASE through the National Audubon Society, you will 
receive 6 issues of Audubon Magazine, and membership in 
Audubon of Florida, but unless you give us your email, you will 
not receive the Kite. For details, visit www.audubon.org. To join 
the National Society, send your information and check to 

National Audubon Society Membership Center
PO Box 422450

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250
Be sure to include the code C9ZE000Z with your application 
so NAS will know how to process your payment.

Audubon Society of the Everglades (ASE)
YES! I want to become a chapter-only member 
of ASE. Enclosed is my check made payable to 
Audubon Society of the Everglades (or to use 
PAYPAL go to auduboneverglades.org) for:
___ Regular $20      ___ Senior (62+)/Student $15
___ Household $25 ___ Patron $50
___ I would like to save ASE postage and printing 
costs; please send my Kite via email
I would like to donate an additional

 $20  $50  $100  $__________
Name ___________________________ Phone __________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City _________________________ State ____ Zip _________

e-mail _______________________________________________ 

I would like to volunteer for:
 ___ Education   ___ Everglades Day
 ___ Monthly Meetings  ___ Fundraising
 ___ Conservation  ___ Finance Committee
 ___ Community Outreach ___ Communications

ATTENTION: This could be your last 
issue of the Kite! See inside for details.


