
                   CALENDAR

Fri. Nov 1, 7:30 a.m. Pondhawk Natural 
Area, Boca Raton. 1501 Spanish River 
Blvd. Meet at Library parking lot. 
Leader: Sue Young

Sat. Nov 2, 7:45 a.m. STA 1E. Car pool 
around Storm Water Treatment Area 
managed by South Florida Water 
Management District. Space limited. 
Call Linda to register: 561-742-7791

Sat. Nov 9, 7:30 a.m. Tropical Audubon 
invites you to Everglades National Park. 
Leader: John Boyd. $10 entry per car. 
Meet in parking lot at Coe Visitor Center

Sat. Nov 9, 8:00 a.m. Daggerwing Nature 
Center/West Delray Park. Boca Raton, 
South County Regional Pk. 11200 
Park Access Rd. Meet in Nature Center 
parking lot. Leaders: Brian Hope & Al 
Pelligrinelli

Sun. Nov 10. Panama Deposits due.

Sun. Nov 10, 8:00 a.m. Loxahatchee River 
District/Busch Wildlife. Jupiter, 2500 
Jupiter Park Dr. Meet in front of Bush 
Wildlife Gift Shop. Leader: Jim Howe

Fri. Nov 15, 4:00 p.m. Wakodahatchee 
Wetlands. Delray Bch 13026 Jog Rd. Meet 
at top of boardwalk. Leader: Valleri Brauer

Sat. Nov 16, Lakeside Ranch Stormwater 
Treatment Area. Martin County. Hwy 
710 (SW Martin HWY and Warfield 
Blvd) Taylor Creek/Nubbin Slough 
Watershed. Call Linda to register: 561-
742-7791

Sun. Nov 17, 7:00 a.m. STA 1E. Meet as 
above. Call Linda to register: 561-742-
7791

Wed. Nov 20, 7:30 a.m. ARM 
Loxahatchee NWR, Boynton Beach, 
10216 Lee Rd. Meet at Marsh Trail.Entry 
$5 per car

Sat. Nov 23, 8:00 a.m. Riverbend Pk. 
Jupiter, 9060 Indiantown Rd. Meet 
at south end of main parking lot near 
canoe rental trailer. Leader: Ed Kawecki

Sun. Nov 24, 7:15 a.m. Snook Island 
Natural Area & other Intracoastal Parks. 
Meet at boardwalk by N side Lake 
Worth Bridge. Leader: Linda Humphries

Sat. Nov 30, 8:00 a.m. Green Cay 
Wetlands. 12800 Hagen Ranch Rd. 
Meet outside Nature Center main door. 
Leader: Ben Kolstad
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Restoring Palm Beach County’s Natural Habitat
Robert Robbins

Tuesday, November 5, 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Robbins is the Director for Palm Beach County’s Department of Environmental 
Resources Management (ERM). 

Mr. Robbins oversees the restoration and management of more than 31,000 acres 
of county-owned natural areas and nearly $100,000,000 worth of salt water and 
estuarine restoration projects, most located within the Lake Worth Lagoon. He also 
directs manatee and sea turtle protection programs, and implements the County’s 
regulatory programs including petroleum contamination clean-up, and water 
quality related programs. Before joining ERM six years ago, Mr. Robbins spent 
twenty years as a wetland regulator with the latter thirteen years as the Director of 
Natural Resources Management for the South Florida Water Management District. 
Mr. Robbins holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from Lindenwood College in St. 
Louis, Missouri, and a master’s degree in marine biology from the University of 
West Florida.

Please join us for this entertaining and educational program at Pine Jog at 7:30 PM 
Doors open at 7:00. Free and open to the public! 6301 W. Summit Blvd., in West 
Palm Beach.

Bird-of-the-Month Photos
Please send December Bird-of-the 
Month pictures, RUBY-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD (jpg format)to be posted 
on the ASE web site to SheilaElliot@yahoo.
com. Identify the name for credit, and 
if there is anything specific to look for in 
your picture (like banded, in molt, etc) feel 
free to add a few words for the caption. 
Meanwhile please enjoy our growing on-
line gallery of member pictures on the web 
site (click Bird of the Month on left side 
scroll-down topic list).

ANNOUNCING
You can now use your credit card or bank 
account on ASE web for membership and 
donations via PAYPAL. Visit our website to 
learn more: 
www.auduboneverglades.org/donate
www.auduboneverglades.org/about-2/
membership/

Bird Sightings Reported on ASE’s Yahoo Group
October 13: Hit several Central County locations on Sunday—one of them 
Hypoluxo Scrub Natural Area. Toward the south end, heard a loud call I did not 
recognize, and located 2 Lark Sparrows perched in a shrub next to the fence along 
the railroad tracks. This is the east side of the property, just north of a borrow pit-
retention pond type area. Larks have spent winters here, and we’ve seen them in 
migration before. But a very good bird. 
Also worth noting: A somewhat late Gray Kingbird, west of the old AG Holley 
Hospital complex in Lantana. At Snook Islands, had 2 Reddish Egrets, both dark 
morph, first or second year birds. Also at Snook, had 2 Lesser Yellowlegs—a bird 
not often seen there—one of at least six shorebird species there. My first fall Eastern 
Phoebe was at Hypoluxo Scrub. 
So some interesting birds, helping make up a bit for the lack of warblers. 

—Chuck Weber
Also reported, via Brian Hope: Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird near the entrance of 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands, west of Delray. Brian says he first saw the bird in 
the area with the cypress on the north side of the entry drive. When Brian was 
leaving, the Kingbird was on a wire over 
the parking lot. Given the location, most 
likely a Tropical. Brian did not hear the 
bird calling. Will was also present. This 
was about midday.
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Audubon Society of the Everglades, incorpo-
rated in 1966, serves communities in Palm 
Beach County. Our purpose is to promote the 
conservation of wildlife and the natural envi-
ronment and to advance human understand-
ing of our place in the total ecological system.

                           PAPER COPY OF THE KITE
ASE has converted our Kite subscription list from paper delivery to electronic 
delivery (email) because of the monthly expense. If you are a CHAPTER 
MEMBER OF ASE you are receiving your copy in the form (email or paper) as 
you requested and do not need to contact us. If you are a NATIONAL M EMBER 
and want to continue to get your Kite (email or paper) and have not already 
contacted us, you must contact Gail Tomei (561-969-7567/blackgrouper@
comcast.net). You will always be able to read the Kite on our website, www.
auduboneverglades.org 

ARE YOU A NEW MEMBER OF NATIONAL AUDUBON?
We are delighted to have you as a member of the Audubon Society of the 
Everglades as well. We hope you will join us at our meetings and trips. If you 
wish to continue to get the Kite, please contact Gail Tomei and let her know if 
you prefer to receive your Kite by mail or by email. Gail Tomei (561-969-7567/
blackgrouper@comcast.net)

Consider ASE In Your Giving Plans
Please consider a donation to 
Audubon Society of the Everglades as 
part of your charitable contributions 
this year. Your company might have 
a matching gift program; whether it 
does or not, please remember ASE in 
your charitable contribution plans. 
Thank you!

Former Martin County Commissioner Maggy 
Hurchalla recently wrote about the problems 
of Lake Okeechobee for the Orlando Sentinel. 
In that article she proposes securing funding 
for the planned Everglades Headwaters 
National Wildlife Refuge (more info on 
the web at http://www.fws.gov/southeast/
evergladesheadwaters/overview.html). She 
also points out that “All the water users and 
all the drained land around the lake are the 
problem. It’s not just about what flows into 
the lake. It’s about what can’t flow out.”

We’ve known for years that releases from 
Lake O cause damage to the estuarine 
systems of the St. Lucie and Calosahatchee 
Rivers. As she puts it, “What flows from the 
drainage all around the lake, to the coast and 
to the Everglades, is too dirty, too much and 
too fast. The whole plumbing system of the 
Greater Everglades Ecosystem is at fault.”

As she writes, “storing irrigation water in 
Lake Okeechobee means lake levels need 
to be kept higher. Then the lake needs to be 
dumped to the coastal estuaries. The east and 
the west sides of the lake contribute to the 
problem with their own dirty drainage and 
water demands and the demands of utilities 
for coastal cities.”

The area north of the lake, though, has plenty 
of responsibility for the woes to the south, 
east, and west as well. Hurchalla describes 
the “sewage package plants, high-density 
septic systems, and leaky sewer pipes” that 
need to be fixed. She calls for fertilizer 
ordinances (many cities here in south Florida, 
like Boca Raton, have already adopted such 
an ordinance). Pasturage practices need to 
change: “sludge should not be spread on 
pastures where it adds to dirty runoff.” She 
also suggests that the release schedule for the 
Upper Chain of Lakes (the headwaters of the 
Kissimmee River) be revised.

The Kissimmee River’s planned restoration 
(only 13 of the planned 22 mile project have 
been done) needs to be completed, to allow 
the river to absorb the phosphorus before it 

gets to the lake (it used to have 20 to 40 ppb 
phosphorus when the river meandered for 
100 miles; now that we have a 50-mile ditch, 
the water has 80 to 180 ppb phosphorus).

Perhaps most importantly, Hurchalla writes 
that “we need to get federal funding for the 
Everglades Headwaters National Wildlife 
Refuge. The plan is for 50,000 acres of 
outright purchase and 100,000 acres of 
easements on cattle ranches to assure that we 
don’t pave over what we’re trying to restore.”

The phosphorus in the Lake is still too high: 
fourteen years ago, the target was to reduce 
phosphorous inflows from 500 tons a year to 
140 tons a year by 2015; today, inflows still 
average 500 tons a year.

The voluntary best-management practices 
designed to decrease sediments and nutrients 
in runoff have not cleaned up the water. We 
need water-quality regulations that work.

The reservoirs and treatment areas in 
Okeechobee County that are part of CERP 
need to be planned and funded and built. 

Here is how Hurchalla concludes her article:

The short list of what needs to be done:

* Get the fertilizer, sewage and sludge out of 
the runoff.
* Adjust the water-release schedules for the 
Chain of Lakes.
* Restore more of the Kissimmee ditch.
* Fund the new National Wildlife Refuge.
* Adopt land-use regulations that assure that 
the Kissimmee Prairie won’t be paved over.
* Construct CERP reservoirs and treatment 
areas in Okeechobee County.

* Mandate water-quality regulations that 
work and solve the problem at the source.

Doing all of that won’t restore the Everglades 
or protect the coastal estuaries from Lake 
dumping.

Doing all of it is a necessary part of a 
comprehensive solution that will solve the 
problem.

The Woes of Lake O



Bird of the Month for November: Wild Turkey

Our bird for this month of Thanksgiving is the star attraction on a few of our county’s wilder wildlife management 
areas. Its domesticated cousin is also the star attraction on the fourth Thursday of the month. Meleagris 
gallopavo is a striking bird, both for its size and its outrageous good looks and its overall size. Gobblers are big! 
As John James Audubon himself wrote, “The great size and beauty of the Wild Turkey, its value as a delicate 
and highly prized article of food, and the circumstance of its being the origin of the domestic race now generally 
dispersed over both continents, render it one of the most interesting of the birds indigenous to the United States 
of America.”

From the Cornell Lab’s website description: Wild Turkeys are very large, 
plump birds with long legs, wide, rounded tails, and a small head on a long, 
slim neck. They are dark overall with a bronze-green iridescence to most of 
their plumage. Their wings are dark, boldly barred with white. Their rump 
and tail feathers are broadly tipped with rusty or white. The bare skin of the 
head and neck varies from red to blue to gray. Wild Turkeys live in mature 
forests, particularly nut trees such as oak, hickory, or beech, interspersed with 
edges and fields. You may also see them along roads and in woodsy backyards. 
After being hunted out of large parts of their range, turkeys were reintroduced 
and are numerous once again.

To hear more about these charismatic birds that Ben Franklin preferred as our 
national symbol, come to our November meeting!

Loyal ASE Member Dies
Henry (Hank) McCall, 91, died in October.  He and his 
wife, Irma, have been longtime members and supporters 
of Audubon Society of the Everglades. He trained as 
a mechanical engineer and served in special missions 
during World War II. The family moved to West Palm 
Beach in 1952 where he partnered with a contractor 
to do mechanical contracting on at the Palm Beach 
Towers, Pratt Whitney, and Kennedy Space Center. He 
later became an insurance agent. He is survived by his 
wife and two children.
Hank and Irma were inveterate birders traveling 
from the Arctic to Antarctica in search of birds and 
adventure. They loved to walk, hiking around Florida 
and Lake Okeechobee. For their 50th anniversary they 
hiked across England!
One great contribution that Hank made to ASE was 
the many fascinating columns he wrote for the Kite. 
He was an excellent writer who made you feel that you 
were along for the walk! Browse the Kite archives on 
the website for his musings.THANKS FOR SHARING 
YOUR LOVE OF THE BIRDS WITH US, HANK.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO JUDGE  PALM 
BEACH COUNTY REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR

December 12, 2013
If you really want a volunteer job that is stimulating, 
amazing and short lived, consider being a judge at this 
year’s regional fair held at the Fairgrounds.  Other ASE 
members have found it very inspirational to see the 
level of participation and projects. This fair is open to 
middle and high school students. Year after year, Palm 
Beach County students win regional and state awards. 
You don’t’ need to be a science expert, but you do need 
some background in science. Training is given early in 
the morning and judging can last into the afternoon. 
Breakfast and lunch are provided. Contact Susan 
Snyder 627-7829 or roysue@bellsouth.net for details or 
contact info to talk to previous judges.

Field Trip Report: Seacrest Scrub
Sue Young

5 birders explored Seacrest Scrub on October 16. We 
were delighted to find lots of warbler activity. No 
more than twenty yards into the park we found a nice 
flock. Lots of PINE, several PRAIRIE, a nice male 
BLACK-THROATED BLUE, a beautiful YELLOW-
THROATED, and a cute little BLACK-AND-WHITE 
WARBLER. Further along the trail we found PALM 
WARBLER and finally a nice little NORTHERN 
PARULA along with more Pine, another Black-and-
white, and Yellow-throated. 7 warbler species for the 
day, but it felt like more since the PINE ran the gauntlet 
from the drabbest 1st year female to the most colorful 
adult male. They kept us busy! Twenty-two species for 
the day.

Spend three days in the rainforest at Gamboa and see 
jungle jewels like the Red-legged honey creeper, Blue 
Dacnis and toucans, take a boat ride in the Panama 
Canal! Then fly to the highlands and enjoy the cloud 
forest species like the Resplendent Quetzal. Please sign 
up in October (airfare is due in November to avoid price 
increase) Call Claudine for details at 561-655-9779.

Sign up for the Panama Adventure
March 13–19!



Articles NEEDED! Send to ben@kolstad.com by the 10th of the month.
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Audubon Society of the Everglades general meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. (refreshments at 7) at
 FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, located on Summit Blvd, near the intersection of 

Summit and Jog, in West Palm Beach. The public is welcome to attend. 

The Everglade Kite is published 10 times a year by Audubon Society of the Everglades, P.O. Box 16914, 
West Palm Beach, Florida, 33416-6914. Also available on the web: www.auduboneverglades.org.
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Join Audubon Society of the Everglades
There are now two ways to join ASE: Chapter-only membership, 
and membership through the National Audubon Society.
Chapter-Only Membership
When you become a member of the Audubon Society of the 
Everglades by using the form at right, all of your membership 
fees are put to use supporting local projects: Everglades Day; 
Education Programs such as model schools and field trips; 
Scholarships; and Conservation activities. Audubon Society of 
the Everglades members also receive 10 issues of the Everglade 
Kite newsletter. Send your check, payable to ASE, along with 
this form to

Membership, Audubon Society of the Everglades
 P.O. Box 16914

West Palm Beach, FL 33416-6914

National Audubon Society Membership
If you join ASE through the National Audubon Society, you will 
receive 6 issues of Audubon Magazine, and membership in 
Audubon of Florida, but unless you give us your email, you will 
not receive the Kite. For details, visit www.audubon.org. To 
join the National Society, send your information and check to

National Audubon Society Membership Center
PO Box 422450

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250
Be sure to include the code C9ZE000Z with your application 
so NAS will know how to process your payment.

Audubon Society of the Everglades (ASE)
YES! I want to become a chapter-only member 
of ASE. Enclosed is my check made payable to 
Audubon Society of the Everglades for:
    Regular $20         Senior (62+)/Student $15 

 Household $25    Patron $50
I would like to save ASE postage and 

printing costs; please send my Kite via email
I would like to donate an additional

 $20  $50  $100  $__________
Name ___________________________ Phone ____________

Address ____________________________________________

City _________________________ State ____ Zip _________

e-mail _____________________________________________  

I would like to volunteer for:

 Education
 Conservation
 Everglades Day
 Fundraising
 Other: ______________

ATTENTION: This could be your last 
issue of the Kite! See inside for details.


