
 

 

 

CREEPY CREATURES    
YOUNG NATURALIST 

PROGRAM  
 
Saturday, October 30th 
from 11:30 until 2 p.m. ASE 
will be having a creepy 
morning. Come join us at 
the Howard Park Commu-
nity Center for some creepy 
foods, creepy animals and 
ghoulish games.   
 
The Palm Beach Zoo will 
thrill us with strange ani-
mals. Debbie Fritz-Quincy 
will tantalize (tarantulize?) 
our taste buds with edible 
insects. There will be re-
freshments and giveaways 
along with a ghoulish game 
or two. Those who come in 
dressed up can participate 
in our costume contest if 
they dare.  
 
You must register for the 
event to get in the door. Call 
433-4063 or 493-6117 and 
give Diane your name and 
the number in your party. 
Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Seating is 
limited to 50 kids.   
 
The Howard Park Commu-
nity Center is located on 
Parker Avenue, ¼ mile 
north of Okeechobee Blvd. 
near CityPlace. 

b 

 Volume 45, No. 1                                                     October  2004 

KITE 
THE AUDUBON SOCIETY 

OF THE EVERGLADES 
(serving Palm Beach County, Florida) 

EVERGLADE 

TUESDAY October 5th, PROGRAM  
 

 

"THE PLIGHT OF THE PIPING PLOVER" 
 by Sidney Maddock 

  
With fewer than 6000 Piping Plovers remaining, this tiny shorebird is 
an indicator for beach ecosystems. Named for its melodious voice, 
the species faces numerous threats including habitat destruction and 
degradation, predation and human disturbance. Listed in 1986 under 
the Endangered Species Act,  the Piping Plover has three distinct 
breeding populations: the Atlantic (threatened), 
 
the Great Lakes (endangered) and the Great Plains (threatened). 
Since Piping Plovers spend the majority of each year away from 
breeding grounds, biologists and mangers realize the importance of 
protecting migration and wintering habitats from North Carolina to 
Texas. 
  
Mr. Maddock has conducted surveys of migrating and wintering plov-
ers at Cape Hatteras and Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge and 
documented plovers in South Carolina and Florida. This year he com-
pleted a three-week trip examining 
 
management strategies at plover breeding sites between Virginia and 
Prince Edward Island in Canada and another more recent trip to the 
Florida Gulf Coast 
 
to plan future work conserving wintering Piping Plovers and Snowy 
Plovers.  Mr. Maddock volunteers for National Audubon's Coastal Bird 
Conservation Program working with Scott Hecker.  Mr. Maddock's 
photographs have been published by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, National Park Service, National Audubon and Canadian Wildlife 
Service. Sidney Maddock is a 1989 graduate of the University of Flor-
ida College of Law and resides on Hatteras Island. 
 
 Come and enjoy this beautiful and educational program on Tuesday,  

October 5th, 7:30 PM at the Howard Park  Community Center. 
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~ President’s comment ~ 
Claudine Laabs   

 
 

As I write this, we are still cleaning up from big, slow Hurricane Frances 
and possibly preparing for Tropical Storm Jeanne as Hurricane Ivan is 
bearing down on the Gulf states. We know that Florida's habitats are 
shaped by these powerful storms and that the wildlife has adapted. I hope that you and 
your habitat survived and I look forward to seeing you at the October meeting. 

DID YOU KNOW .  .  . 
 

The last hurricane to hit the West Palm Beach area before Frances 
hit, did so 25 years ago on the same weekend? 
 
It was Labor Day weekend 1979 when hurricane David hit the Flor-
ida coast. It skirted by WPB and the official landfall was made near 
Sebastian. 
 
You can read an on-line article and  see a photo gallery of pictures 

from  Hurricane David by going to: 
 

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/storm/content/weather/special/storm/reports/2004/david.html 
 

Did you sustain property damage from Hurricane Frances? 
 

For homeowners, renters and business owners affected by the hurricane,  
apply for FEMA disaster assistance by calling 1-800-621-3362.  
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ASE TO HOST PANAMA BIRDING TRIP  
 
ASE will be offering a trip to Panama next October for an experience of a lifetime.   
 

Partake on a guided tour to Canopy Towers in Panama for four nights and five days dur-
ing the height of bird migration. Canopy Towers was recently highlighted in the August 
issue of Audubon magazine as one of the premiere birding locations in Central America. 
Over 280 bird species are listed in the rainforests of Panama.   
 

Spend four nights in a converted radar tower that reaches over the tree canopy for a 
bird’s eye view of the forest. Travel to local birding areas, the Panama Canal, Summit 
Gardens and harpy eagles, and Panama City, all with experienced guides.   
 

The trip departs Miami on October 29, 2005, for Panama City and returns November 2. 
This trip will be limited to 10 guests. Double occupancy only. Watch for flyers and more 
information on the trip in the coming months.  
 

For information call Carol Shields at 561-964-1522. 



~ DUDA FARMS ~ 
By Hank McCall 

 
 

Gloria Hunter arranged and led 
three morning trips (August 14, 21, 
and 22) to the vast flooded fields of 
Duda Farms.  Within the farms, the 
round trip covers twenty miles.  So 
it is a big spread fenced in by the 
horizon.  Brian Hope, with his tele-
scope, called out the many species. 
 
He talked of the extremely cold Arctic summer 
which prevented the migrating birds from nesting 
and producing fledglings. 
 
In spite of this, hundreds of Least and Semi-
palmated Sandpipers scurried about on the roads 
and mud flats.  There were huge flocks of Black 
Skimmers which lived up to their name by skimming 
across the water in formations. 
 
Black-necked Stilts were plentiful along with their 
chicks, born and raised in Florida.  It is a ballet; 
beautiful to watch them pull up their long pink legs 
to mount up to rapid flight. 
 
Banks of Roseate Spoonbills grouped together to 
turn shore lines to solid pink.  Great Egrets, Snowy 
Egrets, and Ibis stood together in huge flocks that 
from a distance seemed like snow banks.  Standing 
apart, the white and black preacher birds made up 
dignified congregations. 
 
During the flooding weeks Duda Farms offer a rare 
and inspiring view of a world populated with Hugh 
flocks of birds. 

 

Whispers From Mother Earth  
 
 
 

Underneath the pale moonlight  
With whispering clouds taking flight  
I hear my name called from the sea 

Mother Nature beckons me 
 

 Melodies heard within the soul  
From Nature's wisdom now is told 
To those who still the inner voice 
And listen to Her words of choice 

 
If you'll listen to my call  

I'll show the Path for one and all  
For you and I are one, the same  
My message here is not a game  

 
Walk among my lands once green 
And rest next to the old oak tree  
Call to me with beats on drums  

I'll show you visions of things to come 
 

With salt and sands, and soils so pure 
I gave you plants for ailments cure Raped 

and plundered now I stand  
My future's path is in your hands  

 
Wake your eyes to see my plight  

Spread your wings and hold me tight  
With skies above and lands below  

It's time for spirits now to sow  
 
 
 
 

© Sharon F. Peeples and Tammy R. Peeples 
September 2004 

 
 

It is horrifying 
that we have to 
fight our own 

government to 
save the  

environment! 
 
 

~Ansel Adams~ 

 

Coming in next month’s KITE 
 

The all-informative 
 

conservation 
 

report 



 

Deadline for submissions for the November 2004 issue is October 10th. 

The Audubon Society of the Everglades General Meetings are held 
the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. at Howard Park Recreation Center in West Palm Beach.  

The phone number for the Recreation center is: 561-835-7055.  The public is welcome to attend. 
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 Memberships in the  National Audubon Society make great gifts! 
 

In Florida, a special 3-way membership automatically makes you a member in the National Audubon Society, 
Audubon of Florida and Audubon Society of the Everglades.  Your membership will include subscriptions to  

 
Name ______________________________________ 
 
Address  ______________________ Apt.  _________ 
 
City  ________________________________________ 
 
State  __________________  Zip  ________________ 
 
Phone  _____________________________________ 
 
e-mail  ______________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about us? _____________________ 
                  
          Regular Membership  - - - - - - - - -  $20.00 

Recipient of Gift Membership: 
 
 

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address  ______________________ Apt.  ___________ 
 
City  _________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to:   National Audubon Society  
 

and send to: 
Membership  Chair 

Audubon Society of the Everglades 
PO Box 16914 

West Palm Beach, FL, 33416-6914 
E00 7XCH    


