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September 18 , 8:15 AM  
Sanctuary Island Clean-up Southern Blvd. 

Causeway. Seven more volunteers are needed.  
 
 

 REMEMBER TO SAVE THE DATE!!   
- Audubon Assembly -  

October 7-10, 2004 
Hilton St. Petersburg 

 
        This year’s Audubon Assembly will co-
incide with the Florida Birding and Nature 
Festival in St. Petersburg. Come to enjoy 
the workshops offered by both of these 
events and a great selection of field trips 
offered by the Festival. Join other Florida 
Chapter members and leaders, wildlife 
professionals, environmental advocates, 
scientists, politicians, agency personnel, 
students and others to learn about our En-
vironment and Audubon. Help define the 
2004 Conservation Priorities that will 
guide the Audubon of Florida Chapters and 
staff during the coming year. Get together 
with old friends and make new ones. Ex-
change ideas on Chapter governance, con-
servation projects, education programs, 
fundraising, and other Chapter activities. 
Look for more Assembly & registration in-
formation in the Spring edition of The Flor-
ida Naturalist & on the  website at: 
 

www.audubonofflorida.org  
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DAVID HITZIG's WILD BUNCH 
LIVE ANIMALS 

 
It’s live animals visiting us from the Busch Wild-
life Sanctuary in the company of David Hitzig, 
one of South Florida's most popular speakers. 
David is the executive director of the Sanctuary 
in Jupiter that is a hospital and a haven for 
injured or displaced native wildlife. 
 
David began his career in rescue and rehabilita-
tion in Miami-Dade and came to Palm Beach 
County after Hurricane Andrew. We never 
know which animals he might bring - a bobcat? 
a rattlesnake? a swallow-tailed kite? It is always 
exciting! 
 

Come see David and his menagerie at 7:30 PM 
on Tuesday, September 7 at 

the Community Center in Howard Park. 

In This Issue: 
 

z CONSERVATION UPDATE  y 
 

On page 3, Don’t miss it! 
 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed, citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.  
    ~~ Margaret Mead 



~ President’s comment ~ 
Claudine Laabs   

 

       The August meeting was a wonderful success, thanks 
to you, the members! There are a lot of talented, caring people 
in our chapter. Keep up the good work and get ready for next 
year's photo night. 

  &   Chapter Award   ? 
In ceremonies held in Atlanta, Geor-
gia at the Southeast Regional offices 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
on July 14, 2004, the Audubon Soci-
ety of the Everglades, West Palm 
Beach, received a Regional Direc-
tor's Conservation Award. Carol 
Shields, former president of the 
chapter, attended the ceremonies. 
The presentation was made by Serv-
ice Regional Director, Sam D. Hamil-
ton, who commented "The award 
was a big 'Thank You' for all that 
was done to help conserve natural 
resources for the people of the 
Southeast." 
 
In 1998, we became the Audubon 
Refuge Keeper (ARK) for the Arthur 
R. Marshall Loxahatchee National 
Wildlife Refuge. "The chapter part-
nered with the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to begin the first of many 
annual Everglades Day festivals," 
said Shields." The festival has at-
tracted many thousands of visitors 
each year who come to learn about 
the National Wildlife Refuge System 
and the imperiled Everglades eco-
system," she said. 
 
Audubon Society of the Everglades 
has donated many hours of volun-
teer service to the Refuge as well as 
providing thousands of dollars to 
help develop some of the many visi-
tors' facilities including the Native 
American-designed and constructed 
Chickee Hut which is used for out-
door lectures and study. In addition, 
one of the chapter's youth decided 
to make benches for the hiking trail 
for his Eagle Scout project. The 
chapter matched all the funds he 
raised in order to purchase material 
for the benches. "We were honored 
to be included with 12 other award 
winners in the Southeast Region," 
said Claudine Laabs, president of 
Audubon Society of the Everglades. 

BIRDING TOURS  
 

    The South Florida Water Management District(District) 
will be opening STA 1W and STA5 storm water areas for 
organized birding tours. The District has been working 
with Audubon Society of the Everglades, Tropical Audu-
bon Society, Broward County Audubon, and the Arthur R. 
Marshall Loxahatchee   National  Wildlife  Refuge(Refuge) 
to make these tours a reality. 
 
    Members and friends are advised to read the KITE 
each month for the dates that ASE will be hosting tours. 
It is important to note that reservations are necessary for 
these field trips and those wishing to attend will need to 
call the Refuge at 561-732-3684. Other information will 
be available from Gloria Hunter, 585-7714.  

 – Audubon Member Earns Eagle Scout Rank -  
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Mark Byrnes, Jr., son of our secretary, Richard Mark Byrnes, 
Sr., and Linda Byrnes, achieved the rank of Eagle Scout on June 14, 
2004. Mark is a member of Boy Scout Troop 124. 
 
His Badge of Rank and Medal will formally be presented on September 
11, 2004 in ceremonies at the Palms West Presbyterian Church, 13689 
Okeechobee Road, Royal Palm Beach at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Many of you will remember Mark telling us at several chapter meetings 
about his project which was to build benches for the Arthur R. Marshall 
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge. He did a considerable amount of 
fund-raising from the public to help with the expenses associated with 
his endeavor. You all responded generously in addition to what he raised 
in the business community, his friends and family. Audubon Society of 
the Everglades' board of directors voted to match the funds Mark raised 
or donate the balance necessary to complete his work, whichever was the 
greater. 
 
You are all invited to attend the ceremonies on the 11th. Hope to see you 
there to wish this fine young man congratulations on a job well done. 
Attaining the rank of Eagle Scout is no easy task! If you would like to 
send him a congratulatory message, please do. Mark's address is 16356 
Secretariat Drive East, Loxahatchee, Florida 33470. 



 
 

 
 

Answers to Crossword Puzzle  CHAPTER T-SHIRTS 
 

We have a new supply of T-shirts that we are selling as part 
of the chapter's fund raising efforts. 
 
The shirt comes in dark green with our logo...the Everglade 
Kite and our chapter name in white. Sizes included medium, 
large, extra large and extra, extra large. 
 
Cost at the meetings is $15.00. If you wish to order by mail 
please do so by sending a check in the amount of $15.00 plus 
$2.50 for shipping and handling. Please make funds payable 
to: 
 

 Audubon Society of the Everglades,  
P. O. Box 16914,  

West Palm Beach, Florida 33416.  

CONSERVATION REPORT 
Rosa (Cissie) Durando 

 
 
       The infamous Scripps proposal has been generating more meetings at 
every level of the bureaucracy -- local, regional, and state -- often 1, 2, or 3 
times a week.  Press coverage has been daily.  All you wanted to know and 
then some! 
 
       All environmental organizations, homeowners and citizens have spoken, written letters 
and made calls against the Mecca site.  The area is surrounded by wetlands that in order to 
stay wet will necessitate a lot of pumping -- as in fuel usage.  Other issues of concern are 
lighting, roadways, pesticide control, infrastructure, impacts to flora and fauna as well as the 
county's growth management plan. 
 
       The Florida Wildlife Federation plans to challenge the Environmental Resource Permit is-
sued on August 11, 2004 by the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict.  Other environmental organizations such as 1000 Friends of Florida and hopefully Audu-
bon of Florida will challenge on the basis of Comprehensive Plan changes.  
 
       The Scripps issue was and is a top down decision from Tallahassee. How it will all play out 
is anybody's guess.  Taking into account who is behind all this, some of our largest corporate 
developers and the governor, I am not optimistic.  The whole process from last October was 
obscene and certainly not representative government. 
 
       On another note, there will be a referendum on the November ballot that attempts to curb 
annexation of county lands by various cities.  Read it carefully, it is an attempt to hold on to 
agricultural lands and low densities. 
 
       National setbacks of interest:  1) By presidential edict, the Environmental Protection 
Agency has been relieved of testing new pesticides and its effects on wildlife.  2)  There is a 
movement to allow off shore pharmaceutical companies to create and market American bio-
tech discoveries.  More Scripps impact?  There go the jobs! 



 

Deadline for submissions for the October 2004 issue is September 10th. 

The Audubon Society of the Everglades General Meetings are held 
the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. at Howard Park Recreation Center in West Palm Beach.  

The phone number for the Recreation center is: 561-835-7055.  The public is welcome to attend. 

Audubon Society of the Everglades 
PO Box 16914 
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 Memberships in the  National Audubon Society make great gifts! 
 

In Florida, a special 3-way membership automatically makes you a member in the National Audubon Society, 
Audubon of Florida and Audubon Society of the Everglades.  Your membership will include subscriptions to  

 
Name ______________________________________ 
 
Address  ______________________ Apt.  _________ 
 
City  ________________________________________ 
 
State  __________________  Zip  ________________ 
 
Phone  _____________________________________ 
 
e-mail  ______________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about us? _____________________ 
                  
          Regular Membership  - - - - - - - - -  $20.00 

Recipient of Gift Membership: 
 
 

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address  ______________________ Apt.  ___________ 
 
City  _________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to:   National Audubon Society  
 

and send to: 
Membership  Chair 

Audubon Society of the Everglades 
PO Box 16914 

West Palm Beach, FL, 33416-6914 
E00 7XCH    


